Volume 2016

Article 27

2016

Ancestral Caddo Ceramics from Three Sites on Mill Race Creek,
Wood County, Texas
Timothy K. Perttula
Heritage Research Center, Stephen F. Austin State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita
Part of the American Material Culture Commons, Archaeological Anthropology Commons,
Environmental Studies Commons, Other American Studies Commons, Other Arts and Humanities
Commons, Other History of Art, Architecture, and Archaeology Commons, and the United States History
Commons

Tell us how this article helped you.
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for Regional Heritage Research at SFA
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from
the Lone Star State by an authorized editor of SFA ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact
cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.

Ancestral Caddo Ceramics from Three Sites on Mill Race Creek, Wood County,
Texas
Creative Commons License
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

This article is available in Index of Texas Archaeology: Open Access Gray Literature from the Lone Star State:
https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ita/vol2016/iss1/27

Ancestral Caddo Ceramics from Three Sites
on Mill Race Creek, Wood County, Texas
Timothy K. Perttula
Introduction
Archaeological survey investigations were conducted in 1987 and 1988 in a large tract of land along
0ill 5ace &reeN a southwestwardÁowing triEutary to /aNe )orN &reeN in the (ast 7e[as 3ineywoods
(Perttula and Gilmore 1988) (Figure 1). During the course of the survey, ancestral Caddo ceramic sherds
were recovered from 15 sites (Perttula and Gilmore 1988:Table A.4-15), including the reanalyzed sherds
from the three sites discussed in this article.

Figure 1. The location of the Mill Race Creek Caddo sites.
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The Haines Varner Allen site (41WD573) is located on an upland landform overlooking the Mill
Race Creek valley; it is an ancestral Caddo settlement with midden deposits that cover about 1.2 acres
and has deposits that are a maximum of 75 cm in depth. The Audrey E. Allen-Smith site (41WD575) is
ca. 250 m west-southwest of the Haines Varner Allen site, and is also situated in the uplands, but near the
headwaters of a spring-fed tributary to Mill Race Creek. This site covers a 60 x 60 m area, with deposits
ranging from 40-100 cm+ in thickness; there are midden deposits preserved in one part of the site (Perttula and Gilmore 1988:241-245, 248-249).
The 1ed Moody site (41WD577) is located on a level upland landform 700 m west of the conÁuence
of Mill Race Creek and Red Branch; there is a spring-fed tributary ca. 470 m to the southwest. The site
is ca. 100 x 75 m in size, with 55 cm thick archaeological deposits. There were three concentrations of
surface artifacts noted at the site, primarily sherds from Caddo vessels, and these spatial concentrations
“may represent refuse deposits associated with separate Caddoan [sic] households” (Perttula and Gilmore
1988:257).
Caddo Ceramic Assemblages
A total of 543 ceramic vessel sherds are in the sherd assemblages from the three sites. More than 84
percent of the sherds are from the Ned Moody site (41WD577).
Haines Varner Allen Site (41WD573)
The ceramic assemblage from the Haines Varner Allen site consists of 28 plain and decorated sherds,
all from grog-tempered vessels. The plain to decorated sherd ratio is 4.60.
The plain sherds include one rim and 22 body sherds. Two of the decorated sherds are from utility ware vessels: one body sherd has a single broad and straight incised line and the other has parallel
incised lines.
The Àne ware sherds (n 3) include both engraved and slipped sherds. The engraved body sherd has
a single straight engraved line. The two red-slipped sherds are from bottles that have a red slip only on
their exterior surface.
Audrey E. Allen-Smith Site (41WD575)
There are 56 sherds in the Audrey E. Allen-Smith site ceramic assemblage. This includes 46 plain
body sherds and 10 decorated sherds from utility and Àne ware vessels. The plain to decorated sherd ratio
is also 4.60.
One of the utility ware sherds has parallel brushing marks, another has rows of tool punctations,
three body sherds have parallel incised lines, and another has a single straight incised line. One body
sherd has a curvilinear incised line or zone that has tool punctations within the zone.
Two of the Àne ware sherds are from red-slipped vessels. One body sherd, probably from a carinated
bowl, has a red slip on both interior and exterior surfaces, while the other body sherd has a red slip on
only the exterior surface. The last Àne ware sherd may be from a Sanders Engraved vessel, as it has a
cross-hatched engraved decorative element (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 69).
Ned Moody Site (41WD577)
The 459 ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel sherds from the Ned Moody site are represented by all three
wares (Table 1). The plain to decorated sherd ratio of this assemblage is 3.59.
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Table 1. Ceramic wares from the Ned Moody site (41WD577).
Ware

Grog-tempered

Bone-tempered

N

Plain
Utility
Fine

345
69
25

14
6
-

359
75
25

Totals

439

20

459

About 95 percent of the ceramic sherds are from grog-tempered vessels. None of the Àne ware sherds
are from bone-tempered vessels, compared to 3.9 percent of the plain ware sherds and 8.0 percent of the
utility ware sherds (see Table 1).
Seventy-Àve percent of the decorated sherds in the Ned Moody site ceramic assemblage are from
utility ware vessels (Table 2). They include one vessel rim with diagonal incised notches on the lip,
and sherds with brushed-incised (n=1, 1.3 percent of the utility wares) (Figure 2b), incised (n=32, 42.7
percent), incised-brushed-punctated (n=1, 1.3 percent) (Figure 2a), incised-punctated (n=8, 10.7 percent),
pinched (n=1, 1.3 percent), and punctated (n=31, 41.3 percent) decorative elements; only 2.6 percent of
the utility ware sherds are from vessels with any brushed areas.
Table . DecoratiYe methods and elements in the utility ware and ¿ne ware sherds from the Ned
Moody site.
Decorative method and elements

Rim

Body

N

Brushed-Incised
diagonal incised lines above opposed brushing marks

-

1

1

Incised
cross-hatched incised lines
diagonal incised lines
opposed incised lines
parallel incised lines
straight incised line

1
1
-

5
2
2
11
10

6
3
2
11
10

-

1

1

-

1

1

-

1
1
1
3
1

1
1
1
3
1

Utility Ware

Incised-Brushed-Punctated
curvilinear incised zone Àlled with brushing marks; linear
tool punctated row at rim-body juncture
Incised-Punctated
diagonal incised lines (lower rim) above Àngernail punctated
row at rim-body juncture
parallel incised lines and adjacent tool punctated rows
parallel incised lines and zones Àlled with cane punctations
straight incised line and adjacent Àngernail punctated row
straight incised line adjacent tool punctated rows
straight incised line and adjacent 6+ rows of circular
punctations
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Table . DecoratiYe methods and elements in the utility ware and ¿ne ware sherds from the Ned
Moody site, cont.
Decorative method and elements

Rim

Body

N

Lip Notched
diagonal incised notching on the lip

1

-

1

Pinched
vertical pinched ridges

1

-

1

Punctated
circular punctated rows
Àngernail punctated rows
linear tool punctated row
tool punctated rows
vertical tool punctated rows

2
-

1
5
5
17
1

1
5
5
19
1

1
1

1
1
1
-

1
1
1
1
1

1

1
1
2
-

1
1
2
1

Red-Slipped
ext. red-slipped
int./ext. red-slipped

3

3
9

3
12

Totals

12

88

100

Utility Ware, cont.

Fine Ware
Engraved
cross-hatched engraved lines
diagonal engraved lines
horizontal engraved lines above carina
horizontal and diagonal engraved lines
horizontal and diagonal engraved lines and hatched triangle
el.
horizontal and vertical engraved lines
horizontal engraved zone with diagonal hatching
straight engraved lines
vertical engraved lines

The incised sherds are likely from Canton Incised vessels with cross-hatched and diagonal incised
motifs on the rim panel of jars (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 12). The incised-punctated body sherds
have rows or a zone of punctations (Àngernail, circular, or tool) adjacent to one of more straight incised
lines (see Table 2). One other incised-punctated body sherd has diagonal incised panels, some of which
are Àlled with cane punctations (see Figure 2c). This sherd may be from a Pennington Punctated-Incised
vessel (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 61b).
The many punctated rim and body sherds have circular, Àngernail, linear tool, and tool punctated
rows as decorative elements (see Table 2). About 80 percent of the punctated elements are tool punctated,
including one sherd with two vertical rows of punctations on the body of a jar (see Figure 2d).
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Figure 2. Selected decorative elements on utility ware sherds from the Ned Moody site.
The Àne ware sherds from the Ned Moody site are dominated (60 percent) by rim and body sherds
from red-slipped vessels (see Table 2), most likely from Sanders Slipped carinated bowls and bowls; no
red-slipped bottle sherds are in this assemblage. The remainder of the Àne wares have engraved decorative elements (Figure 3). The more distinctive engraved rim and body sherds have hatched horizontal
zones and large hatched triangle elements (Figure 3a-b), sets of horizontal and vertical engraved lines
(Figure 3c), body sherds from carinated bowls with horizontal or horizontal and diagonal engraved lines,
and rim sherds with diagonal or vertical engraved lines. None of the engraved sherds have a clay pigment
rubbed in the engraved lines.

Figure 3. Selected decorative elements on Àne ware sherds from the Ned Moody site.
Summary and Conclusions
The Haines Varner Allen (41WD573), Audrey E. Allen-Smith (41WD575), and Ned Moody
(41WD577) sites are ancestral Caddo settlements in the Mill Race Creek valley in the upper Sabine River
basin of East Texas. These sites were identiÀed and investigated in 1987-1988 during an archaeological
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survey of portions of the valley (Perttula and Gilmore 1988). During that work, a considerable number
of Caddo ceramic vessel sherds were recovered from the archaeological deposits at the three sites,
especially from the Ned Moody site, and the sherds have been reanalyzed to focus on the decorative
methods and decorative elements present in the assemblages; these assemblages are dominated by vessels
tempered with grog.
The assemblages have moderate plain to decorated sherd ratios—3.59-4.60—with sherds from
incised, punctated, and incised-punctated utility ware vessels. The proportion of sherds with brushed
decorative elements ranges from only 2 percent (at the Ned Moody site) to 10 percent (at the Audrey E.
Allen-Smith site). Fine ware sherds have both engraved and red-slipped decorative elements, and the
proportion of red-slipped sherds is considerable (60-67 percent of the Àne ware sherds in the three assemblages). None of the engraved sherds have decorative elements consistent with either Early (ca. A.D.
1000-1200) or Late (post-ca. A.D. 1430) Caddo ceramic styles known from ancestral Caddo sites in the
upper Sabine River basin, but include a Sanders Engraved sherd from the Audrey E. Allen-Smith site and
distinctive hatched elements on vessel sherds at the Ned Moody site. These kinds of decorative elements
on engraved sherds have been regularly documented from Middle Caddo sites in this region (Perttula et
al. 1993; Perttula 2015a).
Red-slipped Àne wares (bowls, carinated bowls, and an occasional bottle) are a common part of
ancestral Caddo ceramic assemblages in several parts of East Texas, including the upper Sabine River
basin (Perttula 2015b:Figure 3). Red-slipped vessels are relatively abundant in ca. A.D. 1200-1400 ceramic
assemblages in the aforementioned area, particularly at sites such as Jamestown (41SM54) and A. C.
Gibson (41WD1). Taken together with the range of decorative elements in the Àne ware sherds from these
three Mill Race Creek Caddo sites, it is likely that these sites are part of a Middle Caddo period community
in the upper Sabine River basin with a distinctive suite of utility ware and Àne ware vessels.
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